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OPEN-AIR RENOVATION CHOCK-FULL OF COLOR BY JANE HEALEY B PHOTOGRAPHS BY JOHN HORNER

A JAMAICA PLAIN COUPLE RETHINK TRADITIONAL BUNGALOW LIV

MODERN LOVE

space, Mark Evans, a

color consultant from
Burlington, Vermont,
selected warm tones to
cozy up the new space,
The kitchen backsplash
and glass fireplace tiles
were designed by architect
Frank Valdés of FJV Design
in Boston. "My wife and |
spent a whole day with Jan
and Diane coming up with
interesting patterns,” says
Valdés. Turn to page 151 for
additional information.
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Modern Love
continued from page 91

The result is a living space that is
large, open and comfortable—a fear for
any bungalow, a construction style that
tends to favor smaller, divided living
and dining rooms. An oversized island
juts out at an angle from the fireplace,
physically separating the kitchen and the
dining room, but the living room space
extends naturally without boundaries

from these two rooms.

OUTSIDE
ANGLES

THE SAME OPEN-AIR DESIGN WAS APPLIED
to the couple’s ourdoor space. Valdés
suggested removing the tiny, jalousie-
windowed sunroom off the kitchen to
make room for a new, extended deck in
the large backyard. The deck is ideal for
entertaining, whether the couple is host-
ing a few friends or enjoying an intimate
meal. “We love the deck,” says Felicio.
“We eat dinner out there all summer.”

The deck overlooks the tree-filled
backyard at a higher level. *This green-
ery and trees are the reasons for the
location of the glass door,” says Valdés.
It’s framed by a copper canopy, so the
couple can enjoy the outdoor view inside
and out. “The copper canopy extends
out to the deck as if the inside is spilling
out,” says Valdés. “This canopy also ere-
ates protection when entering from the
rear on a rainy day.” The cedar deck was
expanded in size by more than half. “We
tried to use simple elements,” he says.

As the structural rencovations were

W Take a gallery-like approach at home. Even traditional shelving used to display three-
dimensional art can be enhanced with spot lighting.

W Large-scale paintings can help “color” large, empty walls. In summer, focus on light, airy
compaositions. In fall, bright, rich shades cozy up even the most minimalist room.

being completed, Valdés worked with
the couple to transform the home into
the contemporary style they envisioned.
Felicio researched kitchen materials; she
didn’t want to use standard-variety gran-
ite countertops and tile floors. “Diane
once told me if someone says, ‘This is
our most popular item, then that’s the
last thing that I want,”” says Donley.

Instead, they chose cork floors and
concrete countertops in acid-wash brown
by Form/Function Concrete. “These
were not trendy choices at the time we
made them,” says Felicio. “We try to
keep it new and interesting.” The couple
also wanted eco-friendly materials.

LIVING COLOR

MULTICOLORED GLASS TILE ON THE FIRE-
place and on the backsplash behind the
new Viking stove was another distincrive
choice the couple made. “We wanted to
make the fireplace a showpiece,” says
Valdés., “My wife and I spent a whole
day with Jan and Diane coming up with
interesting patterns for the fireplace and
the backsplash.”

In earth tones with vivid accents, the
tiles complement the paint colors thar
Donley and Felicio chose for the space—
all warm, bright tones from Benjamin
Moore. The ceiling throughourt the house
is painted a rich Hawthorne Yellow, the
hallway is reddish brown {Bronzetone),
the kirchen is eye-popping Jalapefo
Pepper green and the living and dining
rooms are both decked out in warm gray.
“We wanted a contemporary space, but
we also wanted it to be comfortable,”
says Felicio. “The colors that we chose,

SPLAYING ART __

B [fyou don't have a lot of wall space, change art seasonally or for special occasions.

BUNGALOW LOVE -

The unassuming appeal of the Amarican
bungalow is still evident in small commu-
nities throughout Boston. Though the term
“bungalow” was often used to refer to
summaer vacation cottages built in the late
19th and early 20th century, these subur-
ban, compartmentalized homes often give
the illusion of spaciousness. Photographer
Douglas Keister pays tribute to the all-
American homes in 500 Bungalows [The
Taunton Press, 2006). And in Bungalow
Dotails: Interior (Gibbs Smith, 2008), Jane
Powell and Linda Svendsen go inside the
bungalow to explain many of the details
that make these homes such classics, like
authentic beamed cellings, art glass, col-
onnades and built-in furniture. — MHM.

although bright as an overall palette, are
warm in tone. We did that on purpose.”

Other decor choices, such as light
maple cabinets with stainless-steel
hardware in the kitchen, the geometric-
patterned rug in the living room and
handcrafred lighting fixtures by Hub-
bardron Forge in Castleton, Vermont,
help complete the home's cozy, mod-
ern appeal. “It’ modern, but not ‘cold’
modern,” says Valdés. “It’s a lounge-y,
relaxing modern.”

Deespite removing most walls down-
stairs, Valdés was still able to maintain
enough wall space to display the couple’s
cherished art collection in a gallery-like
setting. He designed cut-outs on the
narrow wall between the living and din-
ing rooms for their ceramic sculptures.
“I tried to maintain open surfaces for
the artwork,” says Valdés. “They can't
put it all up—but they have enough wall
space that is flexible enough for different
sizes, and they can rotate the arr so the
space is continuously changing.”

Felicio and Donley are thrilled with
the results of their year-long, highly
collaborative bungalow renovation, *I
love how open and contemporary and
colorful it is—and I love our arrwork
in this space,” says Felicio. “It speaks
to Frank’s design—everything is con-
nected, planned and thoughtful.” ]
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